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in the New World, and was probably the dialect used
by the Tiahuanacans. The fact that it is so widely
diffused and still persists proves how far-reaching
and wide-spread must have been the power and in-
fluence of the prehistoric Tiahuanacans. Otherwise
it would have become mixed with the various tribal
tongues or lost altogether, ages ago.
We have other evidences of the vast doniinion and
influences of the mysterious civilization of Tiahuana-
co. Everywhere, throughout the Andean region,
along the coasts, and for thousands of miles north
and south, we find remains of prehistoric cultures
showing unmistakable proofs of Tiahuanacan influ-
ence. And always, these are in the most ancient or
lowest strata, thus proving that the Tiahuanaco civili-
zation was beyond question the most ancient civiliza-
tion in South America, and hence in the western
hemisphere. But when, at what period in the history
of the New World, this civilization thrived, no one
can say. It is folly even to guess at the date when
Tiahuaiiaco was in its glory. It must have antedated
the Christian era by many centuries; it must have
required hundreds of years to lay out and construct
the city and its stupendous edifices, and the civiliza-
tion must have been flourishing for ages before it at-
tained its culmination at Tiahuanaco. To develop
such an advanced and far-reaching civilization must
have required an almost immeasurable time, and un-
less the Tiahuanaco civilization was brought, fully
developed, from some unknown distant locality, the
highlands about Lake Titicaca must have been in-
habited by civilized human beings long before the
Children of Israel fled from Egypt, perhaps before